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TAGS: PINS, AR (SAMUELSON, VICTOR) 

SUBJ: SAMUELSON RELEASED BY ERP 

1. VICTOR SAMUELSON WHO HAD BEEN KIDNAPPED ON DEC 6 WAS 
RELEASED BY HIS ERP CAPTORS 0715 HRS YESTERDAY APR 29. 
ACCORDING TO ONE REPORT, HE SPENT THE DAY AT A LOCAL HOTEL 
AND LEFT THE COUNTRY AROUND 1900 ON A VARIG ELIGHT EOR 
NEW YORK. FEDERAL POLICE APPARENTLY DID NOT INTERVIEW HIM 
BEEORE HE LEET. ESSO OFEICIALS, WHILE STEADFASTLY DENYING 
ANY KNOWLEDGE OF HIS RELEASE, ALSO HAD LONG TALKS WITH 
SAMUELSON BEEORE HIS DEPARTURE. ACCORDING TO ESSO CO. DOCTOS 
HE APPEARS IN GOOD HEALTH AND SAYS HE WAS TREATED WELL. 

2. AT PRESENT BEST THEORY FOR CAUSE OF TIME LAPSE BETWEEN 
PAYMENT OE $14.2 MILLION RANSOM AND RELEASE IS THAT ERP 
WANTED TO WASH THE MONEY EIRST. TIMING OF THE RELEASE JUST 
BEEORE MAY DAY ACTIVITIES ALSO DESINGED TO MAXIMIZE IMPACT. 
WHILE ERP CONTINUES TO BE DETERMINED TO DRIVE OUT "FOREIGN 
INFLUENCE" THEY DID NOT IN THIS INSTANCE RESORT TO THE MURDER 
OF A FOREIGN BUSINESSMAN AS SOME WERE BEGINNING TO EEAR. 
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3. ESSO DID NOT INEORM EMBASSY OF SAMUELSON’S RELEASE UNTIL 
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JUST BEOFRE HE HAD DEPARTED COUNTRY. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF 
DEPARTMENT COULD REQUEST DEBRIEF HIM AT SOME POINT IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. 

HILL 
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